Diagnostic errors in examinations of the spine.
The most common radiological error in examinations of the spine is the failure to diagnose fractures. This is the third most frequent reason for lawsuits brought against radiologists for negligence, after the failure to diagnose breast cancer and the failure to diagnose lung cancer. The thousands of radiological reports of spinal examinations done every year affect not only patients' health, but also their permission to be off work and their compensation. For this reason, it is our responsibility to know why errors are committed and how to detect them in order to avoid their repetition. In this article, we show the spectrum of the most common errors in our experience in double reading spinal examinations, and we try to determine what causes these errors.